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“God . . . hath committed unto us the word of reconciliation. Now 


then we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God did beseech you by us: 
we pray you in Christ's stead, be ye reconciled to God.”—2 Cor. 5: 19-20. 


— —— D2ü2— ——— — 


No. 88. Vol. LIII. Thursday, September 20, 1900. Price One Penny. 


THE LOST TRIBES. 


WuerE are the lost tribes of Israel? is a question that has often been 
asked since the attention of Bible readers was called to the promises made 
by the ancient prophets that Israel shall again be gathered and the 
identity of the nation restored. Lately a New York paper commented 
favorably on the theory advocated by Lieutenant Totten, Professor Piazzi 
Smyth and others, that the lost tribes are to be found in the Anglo-Saxon 
race. The paper referred to justly remarks, that it is a subject “replete 
with international interest, and should be accorded a dignified discussion 
and candid consideration.” ; 

History accounts satisfactorily for a large part of the ten tribes, as will 
appear on consideration of the following facts: 

When Israel formed an alliance with Syria against Judah, King Ahaz 
applied to the Assyrian ruler for assistance. He came and made the whole 
kingdom of Israel tributary, and carried away to Media a great number of 
the two and a half tribes, whose inheritances had been given them east of 
Jordan. Ten years later Israel revolted from Assyria, relying upon Egypt 
for support. This brought down upon the kingdom the Assyrian king, 
Shalmaneser, with a large host. Samaria, the capital fell. The country 
was annexed to Assyria. The rich and influential families were carried 
away captives, and Israel was no more an independent country. This 
happened about the year 720 B.c. | 

The country thus almost depopulated was soon settled by immigrants 
from various parts of the Assyrian empire. These intermarried with the 
remaining Israelites and adopted much of their habits and customs, and 
even their religion. This mixed population became known as Samaritans, 
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a few of whom still remain as an organized religious body in the Holy 
Land, watching carefully their old traditions and their very ancient 
version of the Pentateuch. Here then is some of the blood of Israel to be 
found. 

About the time the kingdom of the ten tribes was threatened with 
destruction, through the policy of apostasy followed by the rulers, many 
devout Israelites fled to Jerusalem and other cities of Judah. They be- 
came citizens of this kingdom and shared its fate. The name of one of 
these, Lehi, a descendant of the tribe of Manasseh, has been preserved in 
the Book of Mormon. Shortly before the great national calamity known 
as the Babylonian captivity occurred, inspired men left Jerusalem. 
Jeremiah, the Prophet, was one of them, but he was captured and im- 
prisoned, accused of treachery to hisown people. Lehi also left Jerusalem, 
with his family, having received a command to that effect. from the Lord. 
After one of the most wonderful journeys on record, Lehi with his family 
reached this continent, where they were blessed by the Almighty and 
multiplied. Their descendants peopled not only this continent, but also 
some of the islands of the Pacific. In the aborigines of these countries, 
then, we find another part of the ten tribes, chiefly of Ephraim and 
Manasseb. 

The captives were taken to the interior of the Assyrian empire. Hoshea, 
the king, lived in the capital, Nineveh, and the rest became located mostly 
in Media. That they mixed with the population freely and partly lost 
their identity as a separate people was but a natural consequence of their 
previous neglect of their religion. 

Assyria and Babylonia were but two great divisions of the same empire, 
both struggling for the supremacy. Finally the Babylonians and Medes 
revolted and burned Nineveh, and the seat of the vast empire was trans- 
ferred to Babylon. Nebuchadnezzar, the greatest of the Babylonian 
kings, carried a large part of Judah into captivity. Israel and Judah, 
who had separated in their own country, now met as captives in a strange 
land. But the deliverer came in the person of Cyrus, the Persian con- 
queror, who attacked Babylon and ended Nebuchadnezzar’s empire. 

This monarch issued a proclamation addressed to “all the people of 
God” in his dominions, whether of Israel or Judah, that whosoever felt a 
desire to go to Jerusalem should do so, and those who remained should 
assist those who would go with the necessary means for traveling expenses 
and for the building of the temple. As a result of this proclamation the 
chiefs of Judah and Benjamin formed companies to go back to Palestine. 
Among the returning captives were some of the ten tribes, for we read in 
Ezra that among the first company were over six hundred souls who 
claimed to belong to Israel, but as they had lost their genealogical records 
they were barred from receiving the Priesthood, until a prophet should 
arise, who through the aid of the Urim and Thummim should confirm 
their claim to membership among the chosen people. These, and perhaps 
other Israelites, returned with the Jews to Caanan, and their return and 
assimilation with their brethren account for another part of the ten tribes. 

After the dispersion of the people by the Romans, some still remained 
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in Palestine. They mingled with the Samaritans and others, and are 
certainly still found among the Christianized so-called Arabs, many of 
whom, if features are any indication of origin, have more of the blood of 
Israel than of Ishmael in their veins. 

So far the fate of parts of the lost tribes is discernible on a clear, his- 
torical background; but the most considerable number of those who 
remained in the strange country is still not accounted for. Indeed, the 
eastern nations themselves are almost lost sight of in history for a long 
period. The country was overrun and conquered by stronger nations. 
The cities were ruined, and a whole civilization buried in oblivion. Mi- 
grations took place under these circumstances, especially northward, and 
those families who descended from Israel and cook part in the migrations 
scattered the seed of the chosen race abroad. Much of it is found among 
the Anglo-Saxon and Teutonic nations. This we know by revelation, 
for in these latter days the Lord has been pleased to raise up a Prophet, a 
descendant of Israel, Joseph Smith. He had the Urim and Thummim, 
and through his seer gift this great truth was discovered. But to point 
out the events by which these nations became sprinkled by the blood of 
Israel has not yet been given to any man. Let it, however, be remembered 
that history knows the names of several great nations, Goths, Vandals, 
and others, the origin of which remains a mystery. Perhaps in the mi- 
grations of these the key is to be found to the scattering of Israel in the 
north countries. 

In the second book of Esdras, an apocryphal book of high antiquity, we 
are told that a number of the ten tribes in the captivity resolved to 
emigrate to an uninhabited place in order to serve the Lord. They crossed 
the Euphrates and journeyed for one year and a half to a region which the 
author calls Asaretb, to dwell there until the latter time. This account, 
apocryphal though it be, is more than probable. But where this part of 
Israel now is, is not known with absolute certainty, except that they are 
in the “north countries.” Doc. and Cov. 133: 26. It has not been re- 
vealed. Conjectures and hypotheses are numerous, but proofs in support 
of these are missing. 

However, all Israel shall be gathered. This is the promise of the Lord 
through both ancient and modern prophets, and the work of gathering 
has commenced, in the formation by the command of the Lord of the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. The complete restoration is 
thus described in the Doctrine and Covenants, Sec. 133: 26-33: 

And they who are in the north countries shall come in remembrance 
before the Lord, and their prophets shall hear His voice and shall no 
longer stay themselves, and they shall smite the rocks, and the ice shall 
flow down at their presence. 

And an highway shall! be cast up in the midst of the great deep. 

Their enemies shall become a prey unto them, 

And in the barren deserts there shall come forth pools of living water; 


and the parched ground shall no longer be a thirsty land. 
And they shal! bring forth their rich treasures unto the children of 


Ephraim, my servants. 
And the boundaries of the everlasting hills shall tremble at their 


presence. 
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And there shall they fall down and be crowned with glory, even in Zion, 
by the hands of the servants of the Lord, even the children of Ephraim; 
And they shall be filled with songs of everlasting joy. 


The time for these glorious events is fast approaching. 


THE GOSPEL IN SCANDINAVIA. 


[Continued from page 581.] 

Not till 1852 was another attempt made to bring the message of salvation 
to the inhabitants of the famous “gamla Sverige.” In the spring of that 
year Elder Mikael Johnson, a native of Sweden, who had embraced the 
Gospel in Denmark, was sent to Gefle, the scene of Elder Forsgren’s labors. 
He found that the Saints had remained faithful, and they rejoiced greatly 
when he came. Elder Johnson soon baptized a few persons, when he was 
arrested and sent to Stockholm. He was denied a trial, and was simply 
transported in chains, as a dangerous criminal, from the capital to the city 
of Malmo in the southern province of the kingdom. His sufferings on the 
road were great. In Malmo a Lutheran clergyman visited him, and asked 
him to renounce “Mormonism,” promising him preferment in the Lutheran 
church. But the martyr refused to listen to the tempter, and reminded 
him of the “gentleman” that approached Jesus, when He was hungry in 
the wilderness. “What,” the indignant minister exclaimed, “do you 
compare me to the devil!” Elder Johnson was subsequently sent over to 
Oresund and delivered to the police in Copenhagen, a proceeding which 
was peculiarly irregular, since Brother Johnson was a Swedish subject and 
had not even had a trial. He arrived in Copenhagen on the 9th of 
September, 1852. 

It seemed as if every effort to preach the Gospel of Jesus in Sweden 
would be in vain against the acts of persecution to which the clergy 
resorted with such persistency and seemingly fiendish delight. But the 
work was slowly developing. At the spring conference held in Copenhagen 
in 1852, previous to the departure home of Elder Erastus Snow, the Apostle, 
Elders Anders W. Winberg and Nils Capson were sent as missionaries to 
the province of Skane. Elder Winberg left Copenhagen on the 2lst of 
April, 1852, and went to the city of Lund, where his parents were living. 
Here he met with success, and on the 7th of June, the same year, he 
baptized his sister and brother-in-law, Peter Peterson and wife. On the 
10th of August he baptized Carl Capson and Fredrik Lundblad. The two 
missionaries then went to Copenhagen for a short visit, but returned to 
their field of labor in company with Elder Holmsted. These three labored 
with much diligence and success. Some of the converts went to Copen- 
hagen to be baptized in order to avoid legal complications in Sweden. 
The persecution still raged, but the work continued spreading, and on the 
24th of April, 1853, the first branch of the Church in Sweden was organ- 
ized on the estate Skurup. It was called the Skonaback branch, and 
numbered 36 members. Elder Peter Peterson presided. A second branch 
was organized in the city of Malmo on the 25th of April. Hans Lunblad 
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was appointed president. A third branch was organized in a village called 
Lomma, over which Elder A. Jonson presided. The fourth branch was 
organized in the city of Lund, on the 30th of April, over which Elder Carl 
Capson, was appointed president. 

On Saturday evening, the — of June, 1853, a meeting was held in the 
city of Lund, in a barn belonging to Carl Capson, and four branches were 
combined into the so-called Skane conference, over which Elder Hans 
Lundblad was appointed president. About one hundred persons were 
present on this occasion, and among them were the late Elder Peter O. 
Hanson, and Elder O. Lilenquist, now patriarch. 

The Gospel seed had been planted in Sweden. It has yielded an 
abundant harvest of precious souls. 

When the time was ripe for the introduction of the Gospel to Norway, 
the Lord opened the way. As anciently He led Peter to the house of 
Cornelius, or Philip to the wagon of the devout Ethiopian, so He directed 
the first Norwegian Saints to His servants. 

A Norwegian Skipper, who often sailed between Osterrisor and Aalborg 
(Denmark) heard through a friend named Olsen, a resident of the latter 
place, about the new doctrine, and at once a desire was kindled in his 
heart to learn more about it. At the same time the Spirit impressed 
Erastus Snow, the Apostle, to make a visit to Aalborg. He arrived at this 
place on the 27th of August, 1851, and the following week received a visit 
from Mr. Larsen, Elder Snow writes: “While stopping with Brother Hans 
Peter Jensen, in Norre Sundby, a Norwegian by the name of Svend Larsen, 
the master of a small merchant vessel, came and visited me. He said he 
had heard of me, and my religion, and had come with a view to learn more 
about it. I improved the opportunity to explain to him the principles of 
the Gospel and the order of the kingdom of God, as it had been revealed 
from the Lord; he received my testimony with gladness. His vessel being 
ready to sail for Norway, I called and appointed Elder Hans T. Petersen 
to go with Mr. Larsen home to open up the Gospel door in Norway. The 
two sailed together on the 4th of September, well supplied with Books of 
Mormon and tracts.” The vessel encountered fearful storms and had to 
seek shelter twice in the harbor of Frederikshavn. It seemed as if the 
adversary was bent upon destroying the frail craft that carried the Gospel 
messengers across the water, but the hand of the Lord was over His 
servants, and they landed safely in Osterrisor on the 11th of September, 
1851. 

The next day Elder Petersen commenced to visit the people and dis- 
tribute tracts. Having no passport he was soon summoned to appear 
before the authorities to render an account of himself. He explained the 
object of his coming and added that if it was contrary to the law to hold 
public meetings he would confine his work to private conversations. He 
was then permitted to go, with the understanding that he was to procure 
his passport, and he continued to hold conversations with the people that 
visited him. Soon he found it neccessary, however, to return to Aalborg. 
He took passage for that place in Captain Larsen’s vessel, and arrived there 
on the 23rd of September. In the evening of that day Captain Larsen 
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was baptized by Elder Ole Christian Nielsen, and was the first Norwegian 
to enter the Church in the old country. 

On the 5th of October, Elder Petersen, in company with Elder Johan 
August Ahmansen, embarked for the second time for Osterrisor in Norway. 
They found shelter this time at the home of one John Olsen, and here the 
Elders soon found an opportunity to preach the Gospel to a large crowd 
which unexpectedly gathered at the house. They also bore their testimony 
wherever they found people willing to listen to them. On the 2nd of 
November, Elder Petersen held the first public meeting at a place called 
Rod. On the 26th of November he baptized Peter Adamsen and John 
Olsen, and then the clouds of persecution that had been gathering for some 
time broke over the few Saints. A mob gathered determined to do violence 
to Brother Petersen. They did not find him, though a careful search was 
made of the house in which he was. The gathering of the mob continued, 
and he appealed to the authorities for protection. .He was then summoned 
to appear before the mayor and explain why he had administered the 
ordinance of baptism without having “authority” to do so. He then 
produced his Church credentials, which were sent to the amtmand, or 
governor, at Arendal, but that official refused to recognize those credentials, 
and he was prohibited from officiating in any ecclesiastical acts. 

He now decided to leave Osterrisor; but before he could do so, on the 
evening of the 12th of December, 1851, the house where he was staying was 
forcibly entered by a crowd which demanded that the “Mormon priest” 
be turned over to them. They ransacked the house in vain. They could 
not find him. It was as if their eyes had been stricken with blindness. 
The mobbers were dispersed by the police. 

On the 14th of December, Elder Petersen had a pleasant interview with 
Svend Peter Larsen from Frederikstad, who came from that place to see 
him. He was on his way to Bergen, and Elder Petersen decided to accom- 
pany him. Larsen was the commander of a little coasting vessel. Their 
first stopping place was Arendal, and here the missionary bore his testi- 
mony to many souls. On January 4th, 1852, they landed in Mandal, where 
they remained one week, preaching the Gospel. On one occasion they 
found a large audience in a house where they had been to dinner, and in 
the audience was Pastor Vogt, an influential clergyman and member of the 
parliament. This gentleman said Elder Petersen had not spoken the truth, 
and was promptly challenged to prove his assertion. He failed to accept 
the challange, and Brother Petersen made many friends in the audience. 

[TO BE CONTINUED]. 


THE PROBLEM OF ANARCHY. 


THE anarchist problem is given prominence again on account of the 
latest atrocities committed by individuals professing the doctrine of 
assassination. That it is the duty of society to protect itself, in the 
interest of liberty and human rights, is self-evident, but how? 

The experiences of Russia, Germany and France seems to prove that the 
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policy of espionage, the suppression of free speech other extreme 
measures, hardly have the desired effect. On the other d, in a country 
like this, where public opinion rules, criminal anarchy cannot flourish. 
Its seeds may be planted in American soil; it may sprout for a short time, 
but it cannot attain maturity, 

Liberty, enlightenment ae prosperity are the deadly foes of this foreign 
plant. It has been asserted that some foreign anarchists who have come 
to these shores, have, in a few years been cured of their morbid state of 
mind, simply by the enjoyment of the rights granted to citizens of this 
Republic. 

Whenever truth and error meet in fair combat, and with the weapons 
supplied by reason and intelligence, truth must prevail. Truth can be 
trusted. It cannot be suppressed. The European nations, staggering 
under the blows of anarchist assassins, would do well to consider whether, 
at the same time they visit the evil-doers with well deserved death, they 
could not to their own advantage lighten the burdens of the lower ranks 
of the people, and extend the blessings of liberty far beyond the privi- 
leged classes. Why should not this great Republic serve as a pattern to 
all the world? 7 

It is a great truth, but not often acted upon, even if acceded to, that, as 
Joseph the Prophet puts it, “rigor will never do as much to reform the 
propensities of man as reason and friendship.” Would the nations apply 
this principle to their affairs, they would at once be placed at the threshold 
of the millennial reign of peace and good will. Intelligence, like the 
heavenly light, would soon dispel the darkness of ignorance and hatred in 
which anarchistic, and many other crimes, flourish. “Love,” it is said, 
“conquers all things.”—Deseret News. 


Is THE Pops Wixninc}—Rome is losing heavily and losing all along the 
line. This important fact is conclusively established by converging proofs, 
all pointing in the same direction. In the Catholic Telegraph the fact is 
brought out that there is in Germany a great loss to Catholicism, 40,000 of 
its members having become Protestants during the seventeen years, from 
1880 to 1897, while during the same period only 4,400 Protestants were 
received in their places. It reports the same trend in Prussia, Hessen, 
Baden, and Bavaria, in all of which the Roman Catholic Church is losing 
all the time. Even when it comes to the United States, it finds no comfort, 
the losses here being even greater than in Germany, the organization of 
the Church being much less effective in America than in Germany. On 
the basis of Catholic immigration for the past century, the Catholics of 
the United States should number thirty millions, “But,” the same paper 
says mournfully, “in reality we can show not quite ten millions.” All 
the evidence goes to show that everywhere Protestantism is winning and 
its rival is losing. Let Evangelicals take heart.—Christian Commonwealth. 


Ir is one thing to forgive ourselves, another thing to have God's forgive- 
ness. It is one thing to reconcile ourselves to the curse that runs through 
our life, another thing to be reconciled to God and so defeat the curse. 
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THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 20 1900. 


WHAT OF THE MINISTRY? 


STABILITY is one of the elements of success in any department of life. 
A restless, erratic temperament fritters away both time and opportunity, 
and the old saying that “a rolling stone gathers no moss” is an axiom of 
true philosophy. Stick-to-it-iveness works wonders, it overcomes obstacles 
and compels success. While it may be true that favorable circumstances 
can be used to advantage, it is found that difficulties strengthen the 
mental and spiritual forces of the soul, and the death-blow has been given 
to many a well-intentioned person because he leaned rather on the con- 
ditions than on decided personal application. He trusted to money, 
education, patronage and outer influence more than to discipline, per- 
severance and self-reliance. 

The world has a good deal to say about luck, good or bad, as the case 
may be, and for failure in any pursuit the blame is awarded to others 
rather than to self. Neglect and inattention to detail has brought many 
a man to bay when he should have succeeded, and not a few have re- 
belled against surroundings which had within them all the possibilities of 
a triumphant future. For lack of consideration and appreciation these 
were overlooked, and to retire dissatisfied and disgusted was but a 
momentary calamity, when it was “the opportunity of a lifetime,” and the 
pivot upon which character and blessing moved, time and eternity centred, 
or the reverse of everlasting reproach and humiliation. 

To be able to adapt personality to surroundings is worthy of any man’s 
effort; to make the best of conditions marks the really great; to conquer 
is to be entitled to the crown, and to fail where unremitting energy and 
determination has been active is very often the grandest success, and the 
most certain secret of progress. If this is accepted as part of the discipline 
of life, as the crucial test of manhood, as the hand of Providence, the 
decision of a greater than man, be sure that “the day shall declare it,” and 
the reward shall be the crowning of a victor, even if he return from the 
conquest “borne upon his shield.” 

If there is any position in life, any calling where these truths become 
more transparent than in another, it is in the missionary field, it is in the 
great cause of human redemption, it is in the preaching of the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ. For nothing—no profession demands so fully the acquisition 
of self-knowledge, the spirit of self-abnegation, the subjugation of personal 
egotism and the consideration for others as does the calling of an Elder, 
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whose mission it is to “declare liberty to the captive, and the opening of 
the prison doors to them that are bound.” 

He—the missionary—is called upon to be the master of himself, to bring 
his tastes, appetites and passions into subjection, and among the first 
lessons he acquires in this line of action is, that of himself he can do but 
little, he must be subordinate to a higher power, he “is not his own.” He 
is a specific character, with a specific mission, under specific covenant and 
under specific promise. All the powers of the eternities that work for 
righteousness are his aids, his prompter is the Divine Spirit. He cannot, 
if dutiful, be left to himself, “God worketh in him to will and to do of His 
good pleasure.” He represents the Divine mind both in word and deed, 
“the keys of the kingdom” are committed to him, he holds the Authority 
of the Priesthood, he represents the Father and the Son, his message is one 
of power—the savor of life unto life, or of death unto death. No official of 
any human government is so thoroughly protected, so completely “hedged 
about” with privilege and blessing as is the faithful Elder of the Church 
of Jesus Christ, and in the pursuit of his calling he learns to “become all 
things to all men, if haply he may save some,” not in the spirit of com- 
promise as to Truth, but as he gathers wisdom he fails not to declare unto 
the nations “the whole counsel of God!” 

He is only “an ambassador” to the world for one thing, “his eye is 
single,” that is to proclaim “the acceptable year of the Lord.” House to 
house visitation, tract distributing, street preaching, are the auxiliaries of 
his profession, he is responsible for the district, conference or mission to 
which he has been appointed. The souls of men are to be the “seals to bis 
ministry,” for them he is “instant in season and out of season,” he “stoops 
to conquer,” he “compels men to come in,” if possible. Zealous, indefatig- 
able and patient, he is “a hunter and a fisher,” called with “a holy calling.” 
He has no spare time, no wasted hours are his, he tries to “show himself 
approved,” and he neither disdains the methods nor the subjects of his 
solicitude, he is not dying to reach the upper classes, “the poor have the 
Gospel preached to them.” It is the toiler, the artisan, the men of moral 
fibre and spiritual insight that have done, under God, all that has yet been 
done, and while salvation is for all, until the Lord makes “His people 
willing in the day of His power,” it may remain true that “it is hard 
for a rich man to enter the kindgdom of heaven.” 

Be content, brethren, with your fields of labor, God has sent you there, 
and if it appears an undesirable field to you, be sure tf you work for Him 
He will see in His own good time that you are appointed to another 
sphere. If your surroundings are ignoble, make them noble; if your 
constituents are poor and ignorant, give unto them the true riches and the 
intelligence of God; if your locality is too circumscribed for your ability, 
your self-consciousness and pride of heart, humble yourselves and repent, 
“quit yourselves like men,” and if you are proved “faithful over a few 
things” you shall assuredly “be made ruler over many.” 1 


— — — 


CoNFERENCE SERVICES will be held in Nottingham, September 23rd. 


602 LATTER-DAY SAINTS MILLENNIAL STAR. 


Sister Mary WI.Mmor (late of Morley, then Accrington) is now nicely 
settled as housekeeper at 42.“ 


CHANGE.—Instead of the past address in Accrington, the Liverpool Con- 
ference is now changed to 62, Rectory Road, Burnley, Lancashire. 


— - — — —— 


CLxxks of Conferences would confer a favor by sending in reports of 
their conferences for publication as soon as possible after the close. 


ARRIVALS.— The following named missionaries arrived from Zion by s.s. 
Waesland, September 19th. For Great Britain—Wwm. T. Hart, Salt Lake 
City; Wm. J. Facer, Cherry Creek, Idaho; Walter J. Kelly, Brigham, 
and David Athay, Paris, Idaho. For Scandinavia—Carl Madsen, River- 
ton; B. P. Textorius, Leamington ; Willard R. Skanchy, Logan, and Joseph 
Nilson, Mantua. For Germany—Martin P. Henderson, Clifton, Idaho; 
Wm. F. Fisher, Jr., Oxford, Idaho. 


_APPOINTMENTS.—The Elders for Great Britain who arrived per s.s. 
Waesland, are appointed to labor in the several Conferences as follows: 
Wm. T. Hart, Grimsby; W. J. Kelly, Birmingham; David Athay, Man- 
chester; Wu. J. Facer, Liverpool. 


— — — — 


RELEASES. — Elder James H. Wickens of the London, Elder Thos. A. Kerr 
of the Scottish, and Elder James Jenkins of the Manchester Conference, 
are honorably released to return home per s.s. New England, Sept. 27th. 

Elder Joseph E. Helm of the Bristol, Owen T. Court of the London, 
Hubert C. Burton of the Leeds, Moroni T. Beck of the Liverpool, and 
Sister Liza Chipman of the Scottish Conference are each honorably re- 
leased to return home on the s.s. Cambroman, October 4th prox. 


TRANSFERS.—Elder David N. White of the Birmingham is hereby trans- 
ferred to the London, Elder Hyrum H. Hilton is transferred from the [rish 
to the Manchester, and Eiders Arthur A. Woods and Stephen Thurston are 
transferred from the Manchester to the Norwich Conferences respectively. 


v v—ͥ—'! . — — — — — —— 


GRIMSBY CONFERENCE. 


Tue Grimsby branch of the Sheffield Conference, and the Hull branch 
of the Leeds Conference have long been considered too distant from their 
separate headquarters, and it was deemed wise and economical to amalga- 
mate, or rather to make a new conference, which should include these as 
branches, and also the surrounding country, hitherto hardly occupied asa 
missionary field. The presiding Elders of the conferences named, when 
consulted, accepted the conclusions, although it curtailed both in numbers 
and resources, and these special meetings were called to consumate the 
conclusion which had been reached. 


* 
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Among those present from Zion, on September 16th, were: President 
Platte D. Lyman and James L. MeMurrin of the European Presidency; 
President B. V. Benson and the following Elders of the Leeds Conference: 
Wm. B. Armstrong, B. H. Bullock, C. W. Haws and D. E. Seamons; 
President S. J. Parrish and the following Elders of the Sheffield Con- 
ference: Moroni Moss, David Stoker, W. H. Edwards, J. A. Brown, 8. 
W. Parkinson, F. J. Morris, C. D. Brinton, W. H. Banks and Sister Emily 
Brinton; Elders J. M. Horsley of the Birmingham, and B. R. Birchall of 
the Manchester Conferences, besides a goodly number of Saints and 
strangers were in attendance. 

The services opened at 10:30 a.m., and after singing and prayer Presi- 
dent Lyman, in his opening remarks, gave the reasons for the present 
meetings and prospective local changes, which (after the usual vote for the 
general presiding Authorities of the Church) resulted in the nomination 
and appointment of Elder Moroni Moss as the incoming President of the 
new or Grimsby Conferencs, the entire vote being hearty and unanimous. 

Elders Moroni Moss, 8. J. Parrish, B. Y. Benson and James L. McMurrin 
‘each dilated to some extent upon the principles of revealed religion, and 
bore united testimony to the Gospel as it had been restored from heaven 
in these the last days. 

2 p.m. Elder B. R. Birchall, formerly a minister of the Methodist 
church, but now a missionary of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints, related in very impressive language some incidents of his con- 
version to the “Mormon” faith, and closed by bearing a strong and spirited 
testimony to the validity of the work as it had been established by the 
Angel Moroni through the Prophet Joseph Smith. 

Sister Emily Brinton, one of the lady missionaries from Zion, expressed 
her pleasure in meeting with the Elders and Saints, and hoped some good 
would result from their efforts to spread the light of the Gospel among 
the people. 

6 p.m. President James L. McMurrin addressed the congregation upon 
the unity that attended the Church in the days of the Savior, and the 
necessity for that unity prevailing throughout its existence in all ages. 
“Tf you,” he said, “can find a church with the same unity and organization, 
and teaching the same principles of salvation as was taught in the Church 
of Christ in the days of old, you can then rest assured that that is the 
Church of Christ in reality.” 

President Platte D. Lyman continued the exposition of the principles of 
redemption, and bore testimony to what had been said. 

On Monday, at 10 a.m., the Eldérs convened in Council Meeting, where 
they gave in their reports, which were most favorable in all their depart- 
ments of missionary experience. 

Some timely and encouraging counsel was given by the Presidency, 
which if carried out by all means, wil] result in considerable good. 

A Social was held in the evening, at which Elders, Saints and non- 
members participated. 

The spirit of the Gospel prevailed throughout the Conference, and all 
seemed to join with one accord in saying, “Praise ye the Lord!” 
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District Mrretinc.—It is always a treat to visit a live Conference, or a 
live District Meeting, such as was had in Wolverhampton, Sunday 16th. 
President Frisby kindly came over to encourage the Elders of the district, 
and so the two meetings of the Sabbath became in every way a success. 

Elders Griffin and Forsyth, who are located there along with Elders Harris 
and Holland had worked tenaciously to advertise the meetings, and as a 
consequence those who came were quite beyond the average congregation. 
They appeared to be thinking men and women religiously disposed. 
Elders Griffin, Harris, Forsyth, Frisby and H. W. Naisbitt were the 
speakers. The room was nice, the singing good, the spirit fine, and both 
Elders and Saints congratulated themselves on the attendance and the 
attention, also the prospects for the future. Sisters Green and Sedgwick 
were among the visitors from Birmingham, and they enjoyed the meetings 
and aided in the singing. 


District MEETING.—We are under obligation to Elder E. J. Taylor who 
reports as follows:—The Kent County Elders, Saints and friends had 
looked forward to this meeting in Ashford (16th inst)., and counted on a 
time of rejoicing, which was happily afforded them on the date indicated 
in the Star. During the preceding week the presiding Elders, Rasband 
and Taylor, roused the town’s people with four good street meetings, 
giving and distributing notices, which included the Articles of Faith. 
President Hindley and wife arrived on the early train to meet a host of 
happy faces. At the priesthood meeting reports were given. Extra seats 
in the Fernley were brought into service, and splendid meetings followed. 
Elder Court gave his farewell address, and the president spoke forcibly 
upon the sure fulfillment of prophecy. Sister Hindley’s encouraging talk 
in the evening was very much appreciated. We have several fairly good 
investigators here, and some have manifested their willingness to be “doers 
of the Word,” and we are working on, trusting that God will give the 
increase. 


— — 


ZIONISM GROWING. 


Dr. HERZL, who has been called the Moses of the new Hebrew move- 
ment toward Palestine, at the late congress in London emphasized the 
importance of a Jewish state in that country as a factor in the Asiatic 
problem. He also made the point that it must be established under 
Turkish suzerainty. 

This announcement is to be taken in connection with the fact that he 
has lately paid several visits to Constantinople, presumably for the pur- 
pose of ascertaining the sentiment of the Turkish government on the 
question in which he is interested. 

Zionism is from now on a fact in contemporary history. Many of the 
Hebrew people who formerly regarded the idea as a vague dream, are 
becoming interested. It has particularly brought the Russian Jews to the 
attention of the world. These, with their conservative ideas have often 
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been looked upon as the most miserable remnant of the scattered people, 
but they are found to be to the front in the new movement, with an 
intellectual force and fiery enthusiasm that are bound to have an influence 
in wide circles. 

One of the features of the congress was an oration in the Hebrew “ß 
tongue. This has long been classed among the dead languages. Its 
resurrection presages the revival of the nationality from which it sprang. 

The Jews have long been dispersed among the nations of the earth—a 
by-word even among the half-barbaric Bedouins of the desert; but sacred 
writ speaks in plain terms of their restoration to honorand glory. “They 
shall be gathered again, but they shall remain until the times of the 
Gentiles be fulfilled.” (Doc. and Cov. 45: 25.) 

This time, however, must be near at hand, for in the revelation it is 
further stated that in “that generation”—the generation in which “a light 
shall break forth among them that sit in darkness, and it shall be the ful- 
ness of my Gospel” — in that generation shall the times of the Gentiles be 
fulfilled; and there shall be men standing in that generation, that shall 
not pass, until they shal] see an overflowing scourge; for a desolating 
sickness shall cover the land.“ 

As a further sign by which the drawing near of the end of “the time 
of the Gentiles” may be known is this: And in that day shall be heard of 
wars and rumors of wars, and the whole earth shall be in commotion, and 
men’s hearts shall fail them, and they shall say that Christ delayeth His 
coming until the end of the earth. And the love of men shall wax cold, 
and iniquity shall abound.” 

Are these signs prominent to-day? If so, the silent message they bring 
to the Saints of the Most High is: “Lift up your heads; for your redemp- 
tion draweth nigh.” Also this: “Be ye also ready: for in such an hour as 
ye think not the Son of Man cometh.” 


ONE MORE DISABUSED. 


On their tour of observation from the East to the West, “The Great 
Eastern Newspaper League” could not avoid, if they had wished, the 
Queen City of the Rockies, and while there they were privileged to “run” 
The Salt Lake Daily Herald for one issue. From many interesting articles 
the following is reproduced, it was headed “These Awful Blighting In- 
fluences.” We commend it to the carpers and critics for their perusal : 


The average eastern newspaper writer who visits Salt Lake City for the 
first time, and remains three or four days, sits down by the roadside on his 
way home and writes that Salt Lake City would be quite a nice town to 
live in if it were not for the “blighting influence of Mormonism.” 

I have been in Salt Lake City pretty near a week, and after a careful 
inspection in the bathroom yesterday morning, must confess that the 
“blighting influence” has not hit me very hard—yet. 

1 feel like the old woman in Columbia, S. C., who, late in 1864, was told 
by her maid to hurry and get away, that Sherman and the Yankee soldiers 
were coming, and that all the horrors of Dante’s Inferno would befall the 
hapless women who fell into their hands. 
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The good woman was not a bit disturbed by the announcement. | 

“That will be all right, Cindy,” she remarked. “You ＋ keep your eye 
peeled down the pike, and when you see the first line of soldiers mounted 
on critters backs just let me know, and Il hustle upstairs and put on my 
meetin’ clothes.” 

I feel a good deal the same way. I have been looking for the Blighting 

fluence ever since I struck town. | 

Landlord Holmes, of the Knutsford, who has lived here seventeen years, 
says he used to fear it, up to three or four years ago, when the tourist 
travel began to increase; but he never thinks of it any more. 

walked out on Temple Street, or some other street, on Saturday, 
thinking perhaps I might run across it in front of some of the saloons, or 
coming out of one of the big dry goods stores. : 

Honestly, I am — to think it's a false alarm. 

Of course it’s just possible they keep it tied up in the Temple, and only 
turn it loose at the dark of the moon, or on rainy nights in the corner of 
the cemetery. 

As I pass up and down the magnificent avenues of Salt Lake City, and 
— upon the mountain brooks that murmur low in the sunlight, and 

urry onward to the Big Water, and look upon the exterior of what seem 
like happy and contented homes, it appears to me that old Blighting 
Influence is about as much of a myth as the kissing bug. 

I thought I would go up and talk to the man in the tunnel, near the 
Temple, about it the other day, but he saw no Snow on my credentials, 
and “didn’t know a thing.” I wouldn’t like to have it bump up against 
me while I’m out on the street unguarded, and am, therefore, very care- 
ful—when I turn the corners. I was afraid yesterday afternoon as I 
turned the corner on Main Street, for it looked very much as if I was up 
against it—up against two of it, in a word. Now, two Blighting Influences 
in dreams of organdie and killing summer hats and of ravishing beauty 
and a most entrancing grace, would be about as big a contract as a man 
who came here in the winter of 47 or spring of 50 would want to tackle. 

You may imagine how I felt for a moment. 

But we will let that pass. 

Anyway, I felt awfully relieved to know they were not Blighting In- 
fluences trying to crush out my young life. 

But, seriously, what are these Blighting Influences of Mormonism we 
hear so much of? It seems to me that the people of Sait Lake live as long 
and as well and get as much for a dollar as other people. 

As I write, the soft notes from a e float upward and 
— with the whispering breeze. “Nearer, My God, to Thee,” is the 
burden of the song. Who knows whether Mormon or Gentile maid 
manipulates the keys? 

Not I. Nor care I one little copper cent. 

As I look from my window over the fair scene spread out to view, and 
the City Beautiful with its mountain sentinels in the background looms 
upon the vision, I rather feel like getting right up in meeting and holler- 
ing Hurrah for Brigham Young and bis band of hardy pioneers, who had 
the nerve to seek and the courage to build up a home in what was once a 
desert, but is now a garden where the sometime asperites born of con- 
flicting faiths are being more and more softened as the scroll of Time 
unrolls, and men realize that there is but one God who rules and directs 
the destinies of men, and that all the roads perhaps lead up to Zion. 

I have, therefore, come to the conclusion that Salt Lake City is LD 
good town to live in, to grow up with and to die in, and think I will offer 
: — for information that will lead up to the lair of old Blighting 

nfluence. 

But I think, honestly, when the lair is found we will find this bogie man 
long since dead. 
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THE CHURCH AND THE WORLD. 


One of the features of religious life in this country at present is the 
springing into existence of so-called People’s churches. The parent church 
of this new class is in Chicago. Its members are about to erect a large 
building in the business part of the city and the contemplated construction 
of this edifice indicates the plans and scope of the organization. 

Their “church” will be a business block. It will contain an auditorium, 
but the largest part will be devoted to offices. These will be occupied by 
the boards and committees having in charge the various branches of work 
in which the association will be engaged. There will be a “school of life” 
in which it is hoped young men and women may be prepared for the duties 
of a “Christian” existence, through a course of lectures on sociological and 
economic problems. The schools will also aim to prepare missionaries for 
the propaganda of the principles of the People’s church. 

It appears to us that the founders of this organization must have lost 
sight of the meaning of the word church. There is only one true church, 
and that is the organization of which Christ is the head, and the foundation. 
There can be no true church outside of Christ's Church. A “People’s 
church” is a self-contradiction. A People’s club, or tract society or 
benevolent institution, is intelligible, but a “church” founded by authority 
of the “people,” or by popular demand, conveys no more light than the 
expression “the people’s universe” would do. 

In the Scripture phraseology the human family is divided into owe 
groups; the Church and the world. One is the domain of Christ. It is 
the “kingdom” of heaven. The other is under the rule of the “prince of 
this world.” The disciples of Christ are “not of the world,” and therefore 
they are “hated by the world.” Christ came to “save the world,” and the 
Church exists as a consequence of this divine purpose of salvation. It has 
its divinely appointed officers, its power over sin, sickness and error, 
because it is the “body” of Christ, “subject” to Christ, the “bride” of 
Christ. The idea of a “body,” of which the people is the “head” may be 
conceivable, but it is not the Church, which word means the “house of the 
Lord.” For if the people are the head, where is the body? If the people 
stand for the bridegroom, who is the bride? How can a popular agreement 
as to articles of faith and rules of conduct ever be a substitute for the 
authority of Him, who justly claims all power in heaven and on earth, as 
a fruit of his labors and sufferings for the salvation of the race? 

The various religious phenomena of our age should, however, be a sign 
to the orthodox churches of the world, of their impotency to fulfil their 
supposed mission. Thousands turn away in our day from their petrified 
dogmas, ready to seek food for their souls almost anywhere. Ancient 
systems of philosophy and ethics are eagerly devoured. Theosophism, 
Christian Scientism, Spiritism, and even sun worship, are finding adher- 
ents and admirers. People have lost their bearing and are drifting with the 
current that sets in; they are being tossed about by every changing ind. 

And there is oaly one remedy. Christ instituted His Chureh Gnd ap- 


pointed its officers—apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors, and teachers, — 


